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According to the article, “’I will meet the world with a smile and a joke’ Canadian Soldiers’ Humor in the Great War” by Tim Cook the Great War of 1914-1918 was full of tragedies but the Canadian soldiers were delighted by the way the events were unfolding. The Canadian soldiers decided to take every tragedy that happened during the war time in a positive way so that they could be able to cope with the situation as it was.[footnoteRef:1] The soldiers were operating in holes whereby they could protect themselves. The trenches were taken as a safe haven by the soldiers since they could retreat in the holes during the time when they were protecting themselves from enemies or they were going to take a nap.  [1:  Tim Cook, “I will meet the world with a smile and a joke: Canadian Soldiers’ Humour in the Great War,” Canadian Military History 22:2 (Spring 2013): 48-62.  
] 

The author used sources containing firsthand information from the people who were involved in the war. Sources containing information from people who were directly involved in the war had collected correct information of the occurrences and what they were going through. Some of the primary sources that the author has used are letters and journals from the people who were involved in the fight. Also, the author used peer-reviewed sources. Peer-reviewed sources contain information that has been ascertained by a group of authors involved in research to be containing true information.
[bookmark: _GoBack]My overall assessment of the article is that it is well-written and insightful. This is because the author has developed the thesis in a systematic manner. He appears to have stated the thesis and then followed with events that illustrates what the thesis is about. For instance, the author talks about how the soldiers were undergoing a hard time in the warfront but they could not help themselves with any other thing except jokes and laughter. “Comedy and humor allowed for the soldiers to exert some control over their wartime experience, which was profoundly discombobulating, unsettling, and terrifying”.” In addition, the author also incorporated questions that helped in ensuring that he stays within the thesis statement. “In fact, was laughter in war not an insult to the legions of dead?” This helped the author in ensuring that he kept on expanding on the thesis. The question goes hand-in-hand with the thesis statement pointing out that the soldiers were using jokes and laughter to keep themselves going during this hard times.
The author seems to have collected sufficient evidence to support his arguments. The author used sources that were containing firsthand information from the Canadian soldiers who were at the warfront. This is a clear indication that what is contained in the article mirrors the exact events or the situation as it was at the warfront were the Canadian soldiers were fighting. For instance, the author used letters and journals to support his claims. According to a journal written by T.C. Lapp, “the other day I was standing in a particularly hot spot when a large shell dropped thirty yards away…”.[footnoteRef:2] This indicates that the author used firsthand information from what the soldiers were writing. The author has also used peer-reviewed sources such as newspapers, for instance, The Listening Post. The Listening Post newspaper contained information about information of the occurrences that were taking place in the warfront. The evidence that was collected contained no issues as they were coming from the soldiers themselves. Additionally, the author’s arguments are one-sided since they appear to be supporting the idea that the Canadian soldiers were using jokes and laughter as well as all forms of entertainment to ease their worse condition. [2:  Ibid…,] 

The article’s strength is that it used information from primary sources. It also used information from peer-reviewed sources. The two types of sources usually contains information that is correct. On the other hand, the article has its weaknesses. One of the article’s weaknesses is that the primary sources could have contained information that was biased. There is no way that the author could use to check if the journals were containing biased information. 
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